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The start-up of production on the
Dalia oilfield in mid-December 2006,

in deep water off Angola, was a major
success for SPIE Oil & Gas Services,
which was entrusted, in October 2005,
with the maintenance and inspection 
of the FPSO for five years (see
Rencontres issue 101). “We are well
aware that success in this project
wouldn't have been possible without
the participation and complete
commitment of all those who played 
a part in it, including our own teams 
and those of our subcontractors,”
wrote Jean Privey, Manager for Africa 

in the Total Exploration-Production
department, in a message 
of congratulations to all the teams
associated with the project. 
The adventure in Angola is continuing
for SPIE Oil & Gas Services, which has
started the second phase of its contract
with the integration of Maintenance 
& Inspection teams on the FPSO. 
In addition to meeting production
targets, SPIE Oil & Gas Services must
also take up the challenges of transferring
its skills and implementing the training
plans required to ensure that the
nationalisation plan is successful.

FRANCE 
Electrical and HVAC
engineering 
for a shopping centre
SPIE Ouest-Centre is currently collabo-
rating with Ségécé, the biggest shop-
ping centre managing company in
continental Europe, in the context of a
programme for the extension and reno-
vation of the Beaulieu shopping centre
in Nantes.
Teams from SPIE Ouest-Centre will play
their part, until April 2008, in the renova-
tion and extension of the shopping mall
and the construction of an outdoor car
park. Its mission includes HVAC work
(including heating, ventilation, air diffu-
sion, chilled water production, sanitary
installations, fire protection by fire hose
system and dry risers) and electrical
engineering (high and low voltages).
SPIE will have to make special arrange-
ments for its organisation as business
will continue in the shopping mall while
work is in progress.

AFRICA (ANGOLA)

Production starts up 
on Dalia oilfield 

SPIE Nucléaire teams at Beaumont-Hague, in France's 
La Manche département, has designed and built a 5-metre

long articulated arm weighing one tonne (see photo). 
Controlled from a remote control panel, this arm is to be used 
to recover underwater irradiating elements on the La Hague site
where Areva reprocesses spent fuel from nuclear reactors. 
The full range of SPIE's competencies in design, mechanical
engineering, sheet metal work and instrumentation 
were required to conduct this project, from design through 
to installation of the finished product, in just four months.

FRANCE 

Technical performance
for Areva

The articulated arm is handled by Alain Desmares, 
fitter at SPIE Nucléaire.

FRANCE 
All for music!
The Zénith de Nantes Métropole
concert hall reopened its doors on
2 December 2006 after being closed for
more than a year for work. With seating
for 8,500 spectators, it is now the lar-
gest concert hall in the West of France.
Teams from SPIE Ouest-Centre general

electrical installations department car-
ried out work on the 1,600 KVA HV and
LV substation, premises for the organi-
sation's offices and operator, and per-
formers' dressing rooms. Work on the
site's external lighting and car park was
conducted by Infra teams from Nantes.

The future shopping mall (3D simulation).
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FRANCE 
SPIE Est lights up
Ottmarsheim Abbey
Specialists from SPIE Est installed
external lighting for Ottmarsheim Abbey
(pictured below), an 11th century historic
monument near Mulhouse, on the
Roman road through Alsace. The full
glory of this building has been restored
by modern techniques to highlight heri-
tage sites. Our congratulations to Gilles
Fremiot, head of the external works
department, and his team for this stun-
ning illumination work carried out in
2006 under a contract worth €180,000.

The German federal building and development authority (BBR) entrusted SPIE Deutschland
System Integration with the modernisation of Berlin national library’s data communications

system. The contract covers the installation of new wiring and the complete replacement 
of the existing telecommunications system with a Cisco wireless IP voice system. The project,
worth €2.75 million, is part of the programme to erect a new building and is due for completion
in 2012. This contract has given SPIE Deutschland System Integration an important new
customer reference. The library, formally the home of the Prussian Heritage Foundation 
and housing some 10 million volumes, is the largest public library in Germany.

GERMANY

Modernising Berlin 
national library

Many water/steam heat exchangers are subjected to high mechanical
stresses in French nuclear power plants. With the ageing of plant

units, these heat exchangers require a great deal of maintenance 
and increasingly frequent replacement. SPIE Nucléaire has therefore
developed a new activity: the supply and installation of heat exchangers.
In this context, the Nord energy production department designed,
supplied and installed two heat exchangers for the EDF Gravelines power
plant in less than seven months. The order was obtained in July 2006 
and the second heat exchanger was installed in February this year. 
EDF was extremely pleased with the quality of the services provided 
by SPIE Nucléaire and, in particular, with the team's responsiveness.

In Brussels, King Albert II recently officially opened “RTL House”, an ultra-
modern television complex. In the words of Theo Bruylandts, Project Manager
at SPIE Belgium Building Systems: “This is one of the most high-tech audiovi-
sual companies in Europe. It’s all digital. Programmes are recorded, edited
and broadcast by computer.” SPIE has been entrusted with installing the
building's electrical sys-
tems. “This includes high
and low voltages, DC power
supply, UPS systems and
horizontal and vertical data
distribution. For the latter
application, we used glass
fibre, coax cables 
and multi-audio connec-
tions. We also installed the
lighting, fire detectors,
lightning conductors, the
access control systems
and dry chemical fire extin-
guishers for the computer
room. In other words, all
the wired systems requi-
red,” adds Theo.

BELGIUM
SPIE opens a new audiovisual era

One year's work worth €3 million and a team 
of nearly 60 persons to install all the electrical
systems for the new RTL television complex 
in Brussels.

FRANCE

A first for SPIE Nucléaire


