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In the Netherlands

The AMEC SPIE Nederland

Telecom Special Services

department is a partner 

of Vodafone, KPN, T-Mobile,

Orange and Telfort. It receives

framework contracts from 

all five operators to install

network antennas. These can 

be installed either on specially

erected pylons or on existing

buildings. At present, a team

from the department 

is completing a job for KPN* 

in Holtum, as part of a turnkey

operation called “Flex Force 1”.

This mainly consists of acquiring

the location, engineering,

pylon construction, network

connections and coverage 

tests. With Edwin Christianen 

as our guide,

we accompanied the team 

as it prepared and positioned

antennas and cabled 

into the mast an positioning 

the telecom equipment 

in the building.

* KPN is a telephony and data
transmission operator in the Netherlands.
It is the Dutch telecom market leader 
and is also active in Germany 
and Belgium.

A day in the life of…

On the left, Edwin Christianen (project

manager) and Tonnie Pothoven (site manager)

consulting the installation drawings.
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Tonnie in the
 foreground, 

Rob de Fey

(telecom techn
ician, right) an

d Eelco, 

are readying 
the antenna 

for installatio
n.

They cover th
e ends 

of the anten
naconstruction

. This avoids 

noise problem
s such as wind

 in the tubes
. 

Six antennas 
will be fitted

 to the top 

of this pylon.
 (3x GSM and 3x UMTS)

Tonnie and Rob hoist the antenna to the top of 

the pylon, where it will be collected by Johnny and

Danny and mounted according to the specifications 

in order to ensure the best network coverage.

The connection ca
bles must be  pre

they are hoisted to
 the top of the

de Voogt (technician
) inserts the con

the end of one of
 the cables. A t

of cables will be needed for
eac

installed on the p
ylon.

A top-flight team!
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A day in the life of…

Rob installs an antenna connection

rack in the cabinet.

Another fully-equipped t
echnician, Johnny Hondij

k,

follows Daniel's climb to the top 
of the pylon 

some 37.5 metres above t
he ground.

In the telecom building, Rob and Eel
co 

install the rack in which the hardware

components are to be fitted.

After supervising the operation,Tonnie verifies roughly 
the orientation of the antenna with respect to the geographicalcoordinates calculated during the preliminary studies. 
The orientation of the antennaswill be tuned with a GPS system.

nd

Danny Pap (technicia
n) climbs to the top

 

of the pylon taking
 with him a rope. 

A pulley will be in
stalled in the top 

of the mast so that
 the antennas 

and all the equipme
nt needed for conn

ection

can be hoisted up.

be  prepared befo
re 

of the pylon. Eelco 

the connector into 

les. A total of 80 m 

for each antenna 
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